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Come all ve voung rebels
And list while ] sing.
For the love of one’s country
Is a terrible thing. . ..
~Traditional

HE CHARGE WAS GUNRUN-
ning 10 Northern lreland.
The cast of characters might
have come straight out of a
John Ford movie. And the
plot gimmick would have made the old
director proud: The five Irish-born de-
fendants could not be guilry of crimes
againsi the United States government,
they claimed in federal cour in Brook-
lyn, beczuse for 25 vears the silent pan-
ner in their gunrunning operations had
been the governmeni—specifically the
Central Intelligence Agency.

Tne prosecutor cziled the defendznts
terTorists “commined to the unification
of Northern and southern Ireland
through acts of violence.” The five men,
all supporters of the outlawed Irish Re-
publican Army. said they were not ter-
rorists but petriots—lrish patriots, and
patriotic Americans 25 well. They had
served this nation in World War 1], Ko-
rez, Vietnem. But they would never turn
their backs on the land of their birh. As
‘one of their lawyers told the jury when
the tria! got under way, last September,
“my client feels somewhat insuhed” that
the indictment covered only the last six
months of his gunrunning activities.
“Because. as the government well
knows, [he] has aidec. and abetted. and
supplied arms to the rebels in Northern
Irelend for 2 quarter of 2 century.”

This Ireland of mine has
For long been half free.
Six counties lie under
John Bull's tvranny. . ..

HE PATRIOT. CAME IN IRE-
land has gone un over 800
vears. The modern phase of
the game can be dated from
the 1916 Easter Rising, a1 the
Dublin Post Office, which led 10 Great

Br(tain'( mamitinmnine Af lealomad tnta tha
Ha
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The Flayers: From lefi, defencon:s Gormiey, Mullin, Flannery, Falvey, and Harrison.

6 counties of Ulsier. or Northern Ire-
land, 2nd-the 26-county, so-calied Irish
Free State. This produced z diszsirous
civil war, with continuing executions,
jailings, torture, and betravals: 2 range
of political and econemic repression:
continuing die-herd resisiznce by the
LR.A: and, ultimately, the present

agony in Northern lreland. The encur-
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fers on the Irish a dzrk sense of being the
longest-occupied nation on eamh, and
Gaelic political positions long 2go hard.
ened into petrified wood. Thoughtful
peopie on both sides, North 2nd South.
Protesiant and Catholic. may acknowl-
edge that were the British to go home
tomorrow the suffering 2nd. bloodshed
almost cemainly would escalate. But
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